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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

·  Michael Woods Associates was commissioned by C.G. Fry & Son Ltd. to update an 

extended Phase 1 survey including protected species on land located between 

Weaveland Road and Hindon Lane, Tisbury, Wiltshire. A walkover survey of the site 

was carried out in July 2006 while a dormouse nest tube survey of the hedges is 

currently being undertaken.  

 

Dormice 

·  Dormouse-gnawed hazel nuts were found in the central hedge in August. The presence 

of dormice, a European protected species, means that any removal or breaching of 

hedgerows will require a licence from Defra/RDS. The requirements of the Defra/RDS 

licence are likely to affect the timing of the works and will require a detailed schedule 

of works and proposed mitigation. Possible suitable mitigation may include 

minimising the amount of hedgerow removed, possibly translocating part of the hedge 

rather than removing it altogether, establishing suitable dormouse habitat to replace 

that being lost and maintaining arboreal connectivity across the site and into the wider 

countryside.  

 

Badgers 

·  An active, two entrance outlying sett was found in the hedgerow between fields 1 and 

2. In addition, there is an active main sett in the small area of woodland/disused quarry 

in the northwest corner of the main field (this forms part of the garden of Rosebank). 

This lies immediately adjacent to the site boundary.  

·  Excavation and digging work carried out within 30m of a badger sett is restricted. The 

best option is likely to be to temporarily close the outlying sett under licence from 

English Nature while works are being carried out within thirty metres. As the main 

sett lies off-site and outside the developers’ ownership, further discussion of the 

options is necessary. Here it is likely that the best option will be to carry out works 

within 30m under supervision of a seasonal disturbance licence holder in the period 1 

July – 30 November. Contractors will need to be made aware that badgers use the site 

and precautions taken to ensure they are not harmed during construction works. 
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Reptiles 

·  A grass snake was seen on site during the 2004 survey. As there is very limited habitat 

on this site for this species and its prey (mainly amphibians and other reptiles), it is 

likely that it was in transit to adjacent gardens where there are ponds and prey. 

Similarly, there are anecdotal reports of slow worms in the gardens adjacent to the site 

and it is possible that there are slow worms in the allotments to the east of the main 

field (Field 1).  

·  The field margins and tussocky grass at the hedge bases are likely to serve as corridors 

for reptiles while the remainder of the site is very poor for reptiles. Regular mowing of 

the fields will discourage them from moving onto the site.  

 

Birds 

·  Nesting birds must be considered if the breach in the central hedge and small patches 

of scrub on the edges of the site are to be cleared during the bird-nesting season which 

runs from March to mid-August. 

 

Wildlife crossing 

·  Ensuring that dormice, badgers, reptiles and bats continue to have access across the 

site is critical. In addition to creating new dormouse habitat in the form of planting 

new hedges and reinforcing others on the boundaries of the site, it is recommended 

that a “wildlife-friendly” crossing point is created where the central hedge is removed. 

Key features should include minimising the amount of hedge removed in the first 

instance, narrowing the road to a single carriageway, planting up to either side of the 

crossing as far as safely possible (to provide cover) and ensuring that there is arboreal 

connectivity across the road (for dormice and bats) possibly by planting large trees, 

installation of flush kerbs (to keep reptiles and amphibians out of gully pots), low 

level lighting (to limit disturbance to nocturnal species such as bats and dormice), and 

traffic calming measures (to slow traffic where badgers cross). 

 



��������	

���
��
�������
                                                                              E c o l o g i c a l  C o n s u l t a n t s   

�
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Land at Hindon Lane and Weaveland Road, Tisbury, Wiltshire         5                 Extended Phase I Survey 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 Michael Woods Associates was commissioned by C.G. Fry & Son to update an 

extended Phase I survey on land between Hindon Lane and Weaveland Road in 

Tisbury, Wiltshire in September 2004.  

 

1.2 The site was visited on 6 July by an experienced ecologist, a full member of the 

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management and Chartered Environmentalist, 

when the weather was rainy with a temperature of c. 20ºC in July. A Phase 1 habitat 

survey of the fields and badger, bats, birds, and habitat surveys were carried out. A 

walkover of the garden of Rosebank was undertaken on 22 August when the weather 

was fine with 50% cloud and a temperature of 18ºC. Great crested newts, otters and 

water voles were discounted there is no water on site. 

 

1.3 During the 2004 survey, some of the hedges on site were found to contain dominant 

fruiting hazel. There are records for dormice to the east, north, northwest and 

southwest of the site.  In order to determine if dormice are using the hedges on site, a 

nest tube survey following the methodology recommended in CHANIN, P. & 

WOODS, M. J. (2003) Surveying dormice using nest tubes, English Nature Research 

Report number 524, Peterborough is being carried out. The results from this survey 

will be available in October 2006.  

 

1.4 Unless the client indicates to the contrary, information on the presence of species will 

be passed to the county biological records centre in order to augment their records for 

the area. 

 

 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION  

 

2.1 The site consists of three fields: one arable, one of rank grassland and one of rough 

grass, scattered scrub and spoil heaps, separated by unmanaged hedgerows and fences. 

Hindon Lane and residential properties make up the northern boundary while a school 
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and sports centre complex on Weaveland Road forms the southern boundary and a 

residential area forms the eastern boundary. To the west is agricultural land. The 

surrounding land use is predominantly farmland, woodland and hedgerows. There is a 

disused quarry in the gardens of Rosebank, immediately adjacent to the main field. 

The centre of Tisbury lies to the east of the site. The centre of the site is OS Grid 

Reference ST 940 299. 

 

2.2 Under the current development proposals, all hedges except for a section of the hedge 

between fields 1 and 2 are to remain with enhancement and new planting. 

 

 

3.0 SURVEY METHODS  
 

3.1 Data searches - Statutory designated sites within 1 kilometre of the site were 

identified using the English Nature website. A data search from Wiltshire & Swindon 

Biological Record Information Centre for protected and BAP species was carried out 

for a 2km radius around the site. 

 

3.2 Dormice – A nest tube survey for this species is presently being carried out in the 

hedges on the site following the methodology recommended in CHANIN, P. & 

WOODS, M. J. (2003) Surveying dormice using nest tubes, English Nature Research 

Report number 524, Peterborough. In addition, during the checks, searches are made 

for characteristically gnawed hazel nut shells in areas of heavily fruiting hazel. 

 

3.3 Badgers - A search was made for badger setts, generally recognised by having 

entrances approximately 300mm wide and 200mm high and often with piles of soil 

mixed with bedding outside. Entrances were also given a status of 'active' (in current 

use), 'inactive' (not in current use but the debris in the entrance could be cleared out 

quite easily to bring it back into use) or 'disused' (largely or completely blocked and 

not in use for at least the previous year). Other signs were also sought including 

‘snuffle holes’ (holes dug by badgers when foraging for invertebrates), ‘dung pits’ 
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(small pits in which badgers deposit their faeces) and ‘day nests’ (nests of bedding 

material made by badgers for sleeping above ground). 

 

3.4 Bats – Where possible trees were inspected from the ground using binoculars to assess 

their potential for roosting bats. This involved looking for lightning strikes, lifting 

bark, ivy, holes, cavities and splits together with dark staining caused by faeces, urine 

or oil from fur rubbing or scratch marks below access points which might be used by 

bats. Droppings below such points were also sought.  

 

3.5 Birds - Casual sightings of birds were noted. 

 

3.6 Reptiles – The site was assessed for its suitability as reptile habitat. 

 

3.7 Habitats – A Phase 1 habitat survey was carried out following the standard field 

methodology set out in the Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey – A technique for 

environmental audit, Joint Nature Conservation Committee 1990 (2003 edition). 

 

 

4.0 LIMITATIONS OF SURVEY  

 

4.1 Badgers - Areas with dense ground cover (hedges, scrub, woodland etc.) were 

examined closely. If the vegetation prevented entry then the perimeter was examined 

in order to detect badger paths suggesting a hidden sett within the area. It cannot be 

guaranteed that all the entrances have been located, especially if a small sett is 

currently inactive or used seasonally and concealed in an area of thick scrub. Badgers 

may dig new holes and create new setts in a very short space of time. 

 

4.2 Bats - It must be remembered that bats are very small creatures, capable of secreting 

themselves in extremely small spaces and it is possible that these animals, or their 

signs, might have been missed during the survey if they are normally present in small 

numbers for a short period of time each year. 
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4.3 This survey offers only a single ‘snapshot’ of the site and takes no account of seasonal 

differences, nor of any species, which might choose to take up residence subsequently. 

At the same time a lack of signs of any particular species does not confirm its absence, 

merely that there was no indication of its presence during this survey. 

 

4.4 If no action or development of this land takes place within twelve months of this 

report, then the survey will become out of date and should be repeated. 

 

 

5.0 RESULTS 

 

5.1 Data search - The English Nature search produced no records for statutory designated 

sites within one kilometre of the site.  

 

5.2 Dormice – During the August check of the nest tubes, the hazel was fruiting and four 

fresh dormouse gnawed nuts were found at the northern end of the central hedge (H1) 

[target note 1 in Appendix 1]. There are records for dormice on site and to the east, 

north, northwest and southwest of the site. 

 

5.3 Badgers – On-site - A two entrance sett, probably an outlier (see Appendix 2 for sett 

definitions), was found in the hedgerow between fields 1 and 2, approximately 30m 

north of the woodland [target note 2]. One entrance is active while the other appears 

inactive. There are several signs of badger activity with well-worn paths in hedgerow 

H1 and along the western boundary of field 3, squeezes through hedges and under 

fences to the cricket pitch and from field 2 to 3 [target note 3], as well as a badger 

latrine with multiple dung pits along the western boundary of field 3 [target note 4].  

 

5.4 Off-site – Immediately adjacent to the northern boundary of Field 1, there is an active 

main sett with at least 6 entrances on top of the quarry and in the quarry face [target 

note 5]. Several large piles of newly dug spoil and bedding were found at the bottom 

of the quarry. The desiccated remains of a badger were found in the boundary of Field 

1.  
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5.5 Bats – On-site - No signs of bats were found, although there are several mature ash 

trees in the field boundaries which could provide suitable roosting habitat.  

 

5.6 Off-site – There is anecdotal evidence that the body of a Natterer’s bats Myotis 

nattereri was found at the base of the quarry face in the garden of Rosebank some 

years ago. The W&SBRC data search revealed several records for pipistrelles 

Pipistrellus sp. and long eared bats Plecotus sp. for nearby properties along Hindon 

Lane with seven additional bat species present within a 2km radius of the site. 

 

5.7 Birds - Birds heard or seen include blackbird Turdus merula, robin Erithacus 

rubecula, great tit Parus major, blue tit Parus caeruleus, house martin Delichon 

urbica, swallow Hirundo rustica, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, rook Corvus 

frugilegus and carrion crow Corvus corvus. 

 

5.8 Reptiles – On site - A grass snake Natrix natrix was seen in corner of field 2 by the 

boundary with field 3 [target note 6] during the survey in September 2004. There is 

very limited habitat on this site for both this species and its prey (mainly amphibians 

and other reptiles).  

 

5.9 Off site - There are allotments adjacent to field 1. The owners of Rosebank (adjacent to 

the site) report having seen both slow worms and grass snakes in the garden in the past 

with grass snakes breeding in the compost heap. 

 

5.10 Habitats - The site includes three fields (see Appendix 1 for Phase 1 habitat map and 

target notes). 

 

5.11 Main Field 1 – This overgrown improved grassland contains dominant timothy 

Phleum pratense with patches of abundant perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne, false 

oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius and white clover Trifolium repens. Frequent species 

include dandelion Taraxacum officinalle agg., shepherd’s purse Capsella bursa-

pastoris, dove’s foot cranesbill Geranium molle, and prickly sow thistle Sonchus 
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asper. Occasionals are black medick Medicago lupulina, red clover Trifolium arvense, 

smooth hawk’s beard Crepis capillaris, prickly lettuce Lactuca serriola, greater 

plantain Plantago major, hogweed Heracleum sphondylium, scentless mayweed 

Tripleurospermum maritimum, and broadleaved dock Rumex obtusifolium. Common 

poppy Papaver rhoeas, pineapple weed Matricaria matricarioides, scarlet pimpernel 

Anagallis arvensis, common field speedwell Veronica persica and greater stitchwort 

Stellaria holostea occur rarely. 

 

5.12 In the field margins, cocksfoot Dactylis glomerata, ribwort plantain Plantago 

lanceolata, and nettles Urtica dioica are frequent with occasional field bindweed 

Convolvulus arvensis, and cleavers Galium aperine and rarely occurring common 

fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica. 

 

5.13 Field 2 – This arable field contains a crop of linseed. Along the boundary fence with 

Field 3 and along H1, there is a one-two metre wide field margin of grasses including 

abundant false oat grass, frequent nettles, and occasional common couch Elymus 

repens, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera, white dead nettles Lamium album and cow 

parsley Anthriscus sylvestris. 

 

5.14 Field 3 – The portion which is included within the development area consists of a mix 

of rough grass with tall ruderals and a few trees. There is a large spoil heap of soil in 

the centre. The rough grassland consists of frequent cocksfoot, bush vetch Vicia 

sepium, yarrow Achillia millefolium, cow parsley, hogweed, and ground ivy Glecoma 

hederacea while occasionals include ribwort plantain, field bindweed, greater 

stitchwort, broadleaved dock, and spear thistle Cirsium vulgare. The tall ruderals 

comprise frequent nettles, cocksfoot, false oat grass, and hedge bindweed Calystegia 

sepium with occasional horseradish Armoracia rusticana, spear thistle and hemp 

agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum. Several of the scattered standard trees have been 

removed leaving two elder Sambucus nigra, a hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, a 

spindle Euonymus europaeus, a goat willow Salix caprea, a sycamore Acer 

pseudoplatanus and a conifer. 
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5.15 Off-site - The north western corner of field 1 comprises the garden of Rosebank which 

is excluded from the development area. It includes a small area of beech Fagus 

sylvatica underplanted with a native hedge as well as a disused quarry. It is well-

vegetated with a range of habitats to encourage wildlife including a pond, compost 

heaps, and piles of rotting wood. 

 

5.16 Hedgerows – All internal and boundary hedges were assessed under the Hedgerow 

Regulations 1997 with the following results: 

·  Hedgerow 1 (H1): An internal hedgerow separating field 1 from field 2 which is 

heavily overgrown. Woody species include dominant hazel Corylus avellana with 

standards of ash Fraxinus excelsior and field maple Acer campestre along with 

blackthorn Prunus spinosa, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, elder, hawthorn 

Crataegus monogyna, field rose Rosa arvensis and wild cherry Prunus avium. 

Ground flora is very limited with ivy Hedera helix being dominant with occasional 

bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., nettles and lords and ladies Arum maculatum.  

·  H2: This hedge forms the southern boundary of the main field 1 with the school 

and sports centre complex. Half of the boundary consists of a beech hedge only 

while the other half of the boundary is a fence with no planting.  

·  H3: The eastern boundary hedgerow in field 1 is partly managed where it borders 

residential gardens and unmanaged next to the allotments. There is a large gap of 

about 15% in the middle. In the unmanaged section, fruiting hazel is dominant 

with ash, blackthorn, elder, field maple, hawthorn, dog rose Rosa canina and wild 

cherry. 

·  H4: The northern boundary hedge of field 1 contains a large standard ash with 

dominant plum Prunus domestica trees and seedlings and occasional dog rose and 

backs on to several residential gardens. 

 

The site boundaries of fields 2 and 3 are either fences only (the boundary between 

fields 2 and 3), Hindon Lane (the northern boundary of field 3), or a row of tall 

Leylandii cypress (the western boundary of field 3).  
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6.0  LEGISLATION AND SPECIES INFORMATION  

 

6.1 Dormice - The common or hazel dormouse is a chestnut coloured mouse-sized rodent 

belonging to the family Gliridae. From April until October, dormice are 

predominantly arboreal, feeding on nectar and pollen, insects, nuts and fruit. Most of 

the currently available literature suggests that a wide variety of species appears to be 

necessary for them to thrive and these must provide successive food sources, 

especially in the spring and early summer. Later in the year, many nuts and fruit ripen 

at about the same time when an abundance is necessary to enable dormice to amass 

sufficient fat for a successful hibernation. Arboreal route-ways appear to be important 

in order to provide continuity within their habitat. 

 

6.2 Hibernation lasts from about November to March/April and is spent in a thin nest 

constructed just under the ground beneath a mat of ivy or moss. Summer nests are 

woven and about the size of a small grapefruit. Honeysuckle bark is used for 

preference although clematis bark or even grass may be employed. The nest, which 

may be woven into a bramble or gorse thicket, built in an old bird’s nest or a hollow 

tree, generally contains green leaves for weather-proofing and warmth. Dormice 

usually have only one litter of up to 7 young a year so they do not reproduce rapidly. 

In good years they may produce two litters and it is possible for a pair to produce a 

dozen babies during a summer. However, they are long lived for small rodents and in 

rare cases may survive for up to six years.  

 

6.3 The dormouse is classified as ‘vulnerable, locally endangered’ (The Red Data Book 

for British Mammals) because of habitat loss. Consequently it is fully protected under 

Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which makes it an 

offence to disturb, injure or kill a dormouse or obstruct or destroy any shelter or place 

used by it for shelter and protection. The dormouse is also a European protected 

species and is included in Schedule 2 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c.) 

Regulations 1994 and protected under Regulation 39. This implements EC Directive 

92/43/EEC in the UK. It is listed in Appendix 3 of the Bonn Convention and Annex 

IVa of the EC Habitats Directive. Furthermore it is a priority species in the UK 
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Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). No licence is required under this legislation in order 

to carry out habitat management but one is needed if dormouse habitat is destroyed for 

the purposes of development.  

 

6.4 Badgers Meles meles and their setts are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 as amended and the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 against damage or 

destruction of a sett or disturbance, death or injury to the badgers. The Act defines a 

sett as “any structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a 

badger”. English Nature takes this to mean seasonally used setts and consequently any 

sett which has been occupied during the previous twelve months. 

 

6.5 Penalties for disturbance include fines of up to £5,000 plus up to six months in prison. 

Disturbance has been taken to include any digging activity or scrub clearance within 

10 metres, any work, especially digging, within 20 metres using a wheeled machine up 

to the size of a JCB and any work within 30 metres by tracked vehicles or very heavy 

machinery. Operations such as pile driving have to be discussed with English Nature.  

 

6.6 Licences are issued by English Nature to allow for the disturbance of badgers, and 

even the destruction of their setts in certain circumstances, in relation to development. 

Note that the applicant must be in possession of a certificate for full planning 

permission before a licence application will be considered. Licences are also issued by 

the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and the felling of 

trees close to a badger sett would be a matter for a Defra licence. Both English Nature 

and Defra licences are only available between 1 July and 30 November. After that 

date, the so-called closed season begins, when badgers are breeding, and no 

disturbance is allowed except in genuine emergencies such as badgers digging under 

roads or railways. It is understood that this restriction may be relaxed in some cases 

where a sett is seasonal and badgers can be shown to be absent at the time of the 

development. 

 

6.7 Birds - All British birds, their nests and eggs (with certain exceptions) are protected 

under Section 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended.   
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6.8 Reptiles - All six native reptile species receive protection under Section 9 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended. The four more common species 

(common lizard Lacerta vivipara, slow-worm Anguis fragilis, adder Vipera berus and 

grass snake Natrix natrix) receive protection in respect of part of Section 9(1) and all 

of Section 9(5).  This makes it an offence to intentionally kill or injure a reptile unless 

it was the incidental result of an otherwise lawful operation and could not reasonably 

have been avoided. This clause permits the development of land with planning 

permission what would otherwise have been prevented because of the presence of 

protected reptiles. If a protected species is known to be present before the start of 

development, or is found after development starts, to continue without taking their 

presence into account would be considered reckless under the Countryside and Rights 

of Way Act (CROW) 2000.  In this case, a reasonable effort has to be made to avoid 

affecting the reptiles or to catch them and provide an alternative place to inhabit.  

 

 

7.0 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS   

 

7.1 Dormice – During the first check of the dormouse nest tubes, several fresh dormouse-

gnawed hazel nuts were found in the central hedge (H1) where it meets the 

woodland/gardens of Rosebank and Alexandra Cottages, indicating the presence of 

dormice. The development proposals include removing a section of this hedge. This 

will involve the disturbance of dormice and destruction of dormouse habitat and can, 

therefore, only be carried out under a Defra/RDS licence. In order to obtain such a 

licence, a number of questions have to be answered and mitigation put in place to 

safeguard the dormice in future. The requirements of the Defra/RDS licence are likely 

to affect the timing of the works and will require a detailed schedule of works and 

proposed mitigation. Before any work can commence, mitigation has to be agreed and 

some of it established. Appendix 4 contains information with regard to Defra/RDS 

licensing.  

 

7.2 Possible suitable mitigation in this case could include minimising the amount of the 

central hedge removed, possibly translocating part of the hedge rather than removing it 
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altogether and establishing suitable dormouse habitat along the western boundary of 

the site early on. Utilising the area described as “structural planting” in the Draft 

Development Brief (August 2006), is likely form a critical part of the mitigation to 

deal with the loss of dormouse habitat and fragmentation as well as to ensure that there 

is an adequate food supply and sufficient arboreal connectivity during and post-

development. A wildlife crossing (described in detail in section 7.15) is recommended 

to be installed where the section of the central hedge is removed and this should 

overhang the site road so as to provide arboreal connectivity. Suitable management in 

the long term for all dormouse habitats on the site will also be important as individual 

householders cannot be relied on to manage hedgerows to the advantage of dormice. 

Further details will be provided in the report on the dormouse survey when this has 

been completed. 

 

7.3 Badgers - The two entrance sett found in the hedgerow between fields 1 and 2 appears 

to be actively in use with signs of badger activity nearby in the form of heavily worn 

paths, dung pits and signs of foraging along the boundaries of fields 1, 2 and 3. The 

outlying sett lies approximately 30m south of the south west corner of the woodland 

and although the current development proposals include a permanent breach in H1, it 

appears that the cut will not extend so far as to require permanent closure of the sett. It 

is important, though, that the exact location of the breach in relation to the sett 

entrances is established during the design/planning stage. 

 

7.4 Excavation and digging work carried out within 30m of a sett is restricted and it is 

likely that the best option will be to temporarily close the outlying sett under licence 

from English Nature while works are being carried out within thirty metres. Such a 

licence can only be applied for when planning permission has been granted. As this 

would need to be done during the period between 1 July and 30 November, it is 

important that all of the excavation work within 30m of the sett should be carried out 

during this period to avoid delays. 

 

7.5 There is also an active, main (breeding) sett in the woodland/hedge which forms part 

of the garden of Rosebank. Although this is technically off-site, several entrances lie 
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within a couple of metres of the site boundary and appear to extend under the site 

itself. As this sett lies off-site and outside the developers ownership, further discussion 

of the options is necessary. It is likely that the best option for this sett will be to fence 

off the sett at a distance of 30 metres. Any work within this area would need to be 

carried out under supervision during the period 1 July to 30 November. 

 

7.6 Contractors will need to be made aware that badgers use the site and precautions taken 

to ensure they are not harmed during construction works. This includes fencing off the 

sett at a minimum distance of 20 metres to protect the sett against tyred excavating 

machines or 30 metres for tracked machines depending upon the plant being used on 

the site. The sett should be fenced with an agricultural fence using posts and sheep 

mesh set 200mm above ground level and marked with bunting so that it is quite clear 

that site workers should keep out (further details regarding protection of badgers on 

building sites can be found in Appendix 3). 

 

7.7 It is also important that badgers continue to have habitat and cover to move across the 

site post-development, though the planting of a new hedge in Field 2 and planting up 

of other hedges should ensure this (see 7.12 and 7.13 below) as well as installation of a 

wildlife crossing (see 7.15) where the central hedge is removed.  

 

7.8 Bats – There are several mature ash trees in the field boundaries. If any of these are to 

be felled or have large branches removed, they should be checked by a tree climbing 

arborist prior to felling with a licensed bat worker present.  

 

7.9 With at least 9 different bat species present within a 2km radius of the site, ensuring 

that hedgerow connectivity is retained across the site is important. As with dormice 

and badgers, hedgerows are valuable for feeding and are critical for many species as 

corridors between roosts and feeding areas.  

 

7.10 Birds – With the hedges and limited scattered scrub around the edges of the site, there 

is potential that these are used by birds for nesting. As all nesting birds are protected, 

any site clearance affecting scrub or hedgerows should take place between mid-August 
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and early March, outside of the nesting season. If work is to commence during the 

nesting season, then a survey by an experienced ecologist will be required 

immediately before works start to identify any individual nests and to advise on the 

best way of mitigating for them. 

 

7.11 Reptiles – Although a grass snake was seen during the 2004 survey, the habitats on 

site are generally very poor for both this species and other reptiles and it was probably 

in transit on its way to the garden at Rosebank and not resident on the site. There is a 

pond in the garden at Rosebank which contains frogs, a favoured prey item. It is 

possible that there are slow worms in the allotments to the east of the main field (Field 

1), although regular mowing of the field will discourage them from moving onto this 

site. Installation of a wildlife crossing to link terrestrial habitat at the site boundaries 

and beyond where the central hedge is removed is recommended to ensure that reptiles 

and amphibians can continue to move safely across the site (see 7.15 for further 

details). 

 

7.12 Hedgerows– Of the hedges and boundary features assessed on site, only the boundary 

hedgerows H1 and H3 can be considered to be hedgerows despite having been 

unmanaged for years. Under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, both can be classified as 

“important” as they contain at least 7 native woody species. The Regulations, which 

aim to reduce the removal of important hedgerows in the countryside, are currently 

under revision and their implementation is complex. At the moment, where planning 

permission has been granted, the hedgerows are exempt from the Regulations. 

 

7.13 More significantly, however, these hedges form the habitat of a European Protected 

Species. They are also of broader wildlife value and any loss means direct loss of 

potential nesting and feeding habitat for hedgerow birds, loss of corridors along which 

wildlife travels and forages, such as badgers and bats, as well as direct loss of a 

threatened habitat itself. As species-rich hedgerows are a priority habitat in the 

Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan, removal of any section of H1 should be mitigated 

by planting at minimum an equivalent length of native, species-rich hedgerow 

elsewhere on site and strengthening remaining hedgerows such as H2. 
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7.14 Under the present development proposals, the majority of the hedges will remain. A 

section of H1 is proposed to be permanently removed for site access, but a new hedge 

is proposed to be planted along the southwest boundary with strengthening of 

remaining hedges. As this planting is likely to form part of the mitigation for dormice, 

all new planting and strengthening should contain only those native hardwood species 

favoured by dormice. The opportunity to relocate plants which includes multi-stem 

hazel stools from the section of H1 being removed should be taken. This is now a 

successful technique and gives the hedgerow plants a good start as well as 

translocating hedgerow plants and invertebrates. Further details will be developed as 

part of the dormouse mitigation.  

 

7.15 Wildlife crossing - Ensuring that dormice, badgers, reptiles and bats continue to have 

access across the site is critical. In addition to creating new dormouse habitat in the 

form of planting new hedges and reinforcing others on the boundaries of the site, it is 

recommended that a “wildlife-friendly” crossing point is created where the central 

hedge is removed. Key features should include minimising the amount of hedge 

removed in the first instance, reducing the road at this point to a single lane, planting 

up to either side of the crossing with large trees as far as safely possible (to provide 

cover) and ensuring that there is arboreal connectivity across the road (for dormice and 

bats), installation of flush kerbs (to keep reptiles and amphibians out of gully pots), 

low level lighting (to limit disturbance to nocturnal species such as bats and dormice), 

and traffic calming measures (to slow traffic where badgers cross). 
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APPENDIX 1   Phase 1 habitat map (key and target note overleaf) 
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Key 
 

Site boundary and survey area (June 2006) 

Additional survey area (August 2006) 

Broadleaved woodland 

Scattered scrub 

Improved grassland 

Tall ruderals  

Arable 

Species-poor hedge 

Hedge and trees – native species-rich  

Hedgerow number 

Buildings  

Fence 

Spoil heap 

Disused quarry 

Pond 

 
All locations approximate only 

A 

I 

H1 

S 

Q 

  Target notes 

1 dormouse-gnawed nuts 

2 two entrance outlier 

3 badger squeezes under fences 

4 badger dung pits 

5 six+ entrance main sett 

6 grass snake sighting in Sept. 2004 

        heavily-used badger paths 

APPENDIX 1   Key and target notes to Phase 1 habitat map 
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APPENDIX 2 Badger sett definitions 

 
Badger setts fall into four categories and are defined as follows:  

 

Main setts – these are in continuous use; they are large, well-established, often extensive and 

may have large spoil heaps outside the entrances. There are likely to be well-worn paths 

leading to the sett. It is where the cubs are most likely to be born. There is only one main sett 

per social group of badgers. 

 

Annexe setts – these occur in association with the main sett (usually within 150 metres) and 

are linked to the main sett by clear, well-used paths. Annexe setts consist of several holes, but 

they are not necessarily in use all the time, even if the main sett is very active. If a second 

litter of cubs are born, this may be where they are reared. 

 

Subsidiary setts – these usually comprise five holes or more, but are not in continuous use and 

are usually some distance from the main sett (50 metres or more). There is no obvious path 

connecting them to the main sett and their ‘ownership’ can often only be determined by bait 

marking. 

 

Outlying setts – these consist of only one or two holes. They can be found anywhere within 

the territory and usually have small spoil heaps, indicating that they are not very extensive 

underground. There are no obvious paths connecting them to other setts, they are only used 

sporadically and often used by foxes or rabbits when not occupied by badgers. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
Instructions with Regard to Badgers on a Building Site 

 

Construction sites can be hazardous places for badgers and they may continue to accessing 

this site prior to the closing down of the sett. 

 

i. Animals can be trapped in steep sided open trenches. Do not leave trenches open 

overnight. Any which are left open must be provided with a board ramp to facilitate 

escape. 

ii.  All chemicals on site must be properly and securely stored to prevent injury and 

accidental poisoning. 

iii.  Any fires must be made well away from badger setts. 

iv.  Badger setts must be securely fenced using sound stock proof fencing of square sheep 

mesh fixed to treated round posts with a gap of at least 200mm between the bottom of 

the fence and the ground. The fencing should also be additionally marked with 

bunting. It should be located a minimum of 30 metres from every entrance of the sett 

it protects. If the sett is on a boundary, it must be ensured that the protection extends 

to both sides of that boundary. The fencing must be properly maintained throughout 

the construction period. Road pins and orange plastic mesh are inadequate and 

unacceptable. 

v.  No rubbish or other materials should be allowed to accumulate near them. 

vi.  Site workers, especially the drivers of excavators, must be made aware of the presence 

of setts and instructed to avoid them. 
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APPENDIX 4  Defra/RDS Licence for European Protected Species 

 

A licence from the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, (Defra)/Rural 

Development Service (RDS), is required to permit the disturbance and possible destruction of 

a resting place of species otherwise protected by domestic and European law. In order to 

obtain such a licence, for which we can apply on behalf of the developer, three questions have 

to be answered. These are that the application must: 

 

·  Satisfy the licensing authority that the work will ‘Preserve public health or public 

safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of a 

social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the 

environment.’ 

·  ‘Satisfy the licensing agency that there is no satisfactory alternative.’ 

·  ‘Satisfy the licensing agency that the action proposed will not be detrimental to the 

maintenance of the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation 

status in their natural range.  

 

English Nature, Defra/RDS advisers on licences of this sort, has to know how the bats are 

using the roosts and then be satisfied that they will not be detrimentally affected by this 

development. Consequently it will require suitable mitigation to be put in place in order to 

replace the losses suffered by the bats as a result. If the proposed mitigation is unacceptable to 

the developer, or is not sufficient for English Nature and thus Defra/RDS, no licence will be 

issued and no development can take place, notwithstanding the fact that planning approval 

may have been granted. 

 

The conditions of a Defra/RDS licence, if granted, will therefore define the timing of works 

and will require a method statement detailing the schedule of works and the proposed 

mitigation for the loss of the roost site. It may also ask for voluntary post mitigation 

monitoring for up to five years in the future. 

 

 


